
VIRTUAL EVENT
TUESDAY, OCT 6 

10:30 A.M. − 12:30 P.M.

@UnitedWayGMWC
#UnitedWayGMWC

AGENDA
Welcome
Denise Thomas
The Effective Communication Coach, LLC

Sponsor Comments
Cristy Garcia-Thomas
Advocate Aurora Health

Speakers
Suzanne McCormick
United Way Worldwide

Mayor Tom Barrett
City of Milwaukee

Nicole Angresano
United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County

Donna Rongholt-Migan
The Cathedral Center

Jenisee Volpintesta
The Cathedral Center 

Linda T. Mellowes 
Woman Leader of the Year Award
Gail Lione
Dentons
Georgetown University  Law Center

Thelma A. Sias
Retired, We Energies
The Sias Group LLP

Live Q&A with Suzanne McCormick  
& Amy Lindner immediately following the program.



Suzanne McCormick is the U.S. president of United 
Way Worldwide. She is responsible for helping the 
1,100 United Ways across the U.S. trailblaze in the 
philanthropic space to build more resilient, inclusive 
and sustainable communities.

Suzanne came to UWW from Tampa, Florida, where 
she spent five years as president and chief executive 
officer for United Way Suncoast. Having previously 
served as chair of the United Way Network 
Partnership Group and National Professional 

Council, she continues to enable the teams to develop and leverage 
powerful philanthropy initiatives like Salesforce Philanthropy Cloud. 

Suzanne began her nonprofit leadership career at the International 
Center of New York and then as CEO for both the American Red Cross of 
Southern Maine and People’s Regional Opportunity.

Suzanne holds a B.A. in Political Science from Duke University and is an 
alumna of the Peace Corps, where she taught English in Thailand. She 
enjoys running, being a “soccer mom” and spending time with her family 
and two Boston terriers, Finnegan and Olive.

Thelma A. Sias is one of Milwaukee’s most powerful 
women because of her leadership and commitment 
to serving her community. She is proud to be the fifth 
of eleven children of the late Roosevelt and Pauline 
Sias, raised on the family farm in Mayersville, 
Mississippi. Thelma joined Wisconsin Gas (now We 
Energies) in 1986. In 2003, she was appointed vice 
president. Now retired from We Energies, Thelma is 
founder and CEO of The Sias Group LLC.

Thelma has been widely recognized for her leadership, having been 
named to the Milwaukee Business Journal’s 40 Under 40 Hall of Fame, 
Savoy Magazine’s list of Top Influential Women in Corporate America, 
and to The History Makers’ Collection at the Library of Congress. She 
has also been honored by the Greater Milwaukee Foundation with the 
Doug Jansson Leadership Award. In 2018, she received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Milwaukee Business Journal.

 Sias is a board member of the United Way of Greater Milwaukee & 
Waukesha County, Boys & Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee, Sojourner, and 
Cardinal Stritch University. 

2020 LINDA T. MELLOWES WOMAN LEADER OF THE YEAR
Thelma A. Sias

U.S. President, United Way Worldwide

GUEST SPEAKER:
Suzanne McCormick



Sandra Botcher*
Northwestern Mutual
Nafessa Burdine
ManpowerGroup
Patty Cadorin
BMO Harris Bank
Sharon Canter
Community Leader
Cheryl Carron
Sodexo Corporate 

Services
Stephanie Chedid
Luther Manor
Lisa Cieslak
GMR Marketing
Margaret Crowley
MGIC
Julia Currie
Direct Supply
Jane Durment*
Retired, The Marcus 

Corporation
Jennifer Fahey
PwC
Linda Gorens-Levey*
General Capital Group
Ruth Kallio-Mielke
Deloitte LLP

Tracy Kreuser
American Society for 

Quality, Inc.
Kristin Layeux
Hertz Investment Group
Gail Lione*
Dentons
Georgetown University  

Law Center
Emily Mason
Northwestern Mutual
Linda Mellowes*
Community Leader
Amy O’Brien
Enterprise Holdings
Candy Pindyck*
Community Leader
Jan Pirozzolo-Mellowes
Foley & Lardner LLP
Kelly Savage
Northwestern Mutual
Andrea Schneider
Marquette University
Thelma A. Sias
Retired, We Energies
The Sias Group LLP
Lynn Sprangers
54 Hands Production

Ann Stadler
The Marcus Corporation
Mary Ellen Stanek*
Baird
Denise Thomas
The Effective 

Communication Coach, 
LLC

Majo Thurman
Rockwell Automation
Anne Tidmore
Johnson Financial Group
Susan Waldman
Molson Coors Beverage 

Company
Aimee Wiedmeyer
Harley-Davidson Motor 

Company
Stacy Williams
Baird - Private Wealth 

Management
Leslie Wininger
Advocate Aurora Health
Melody Wolske*
PwC
Kim Marie Wynn
Quarles & Brady LLP

*emeritus member

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Women United Global Leadership Council Representative
Christine Liu McLaughlin
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. 

MEMBERS

Robyn Ludtke
Waukesha County 

Business Alliance

Jenny Nikolai
Froedtert Health

Jessica Zeratsky
Husch Blackwell

CO-CHAIRS



Dr. LaRoyce Chambers
Community Leader

Nicole Angresano
United Way of Greater Milwaukee  
& Waukesha County

TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTION OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

Shalon Atkins
New Concept Self 

Development Center, Inc.
Maria Barker
Planned Parenthood of 

Wisconsin, Inc.
Mayor Tom Barrett
City of Milwaukee
Marcia Blackman
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha 
County

Julie Bock
Community Leader
Elizabeth Brenner
Co-chair Emeritus
Sharon Canter
Community Leader
Maryann Clesceri
The Healing Center
Gerry Coon
Diverse & Resilient
Julie Divjak
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha 
County

Brett Fuller
Milwaukee Public Schools
Dr. Charlene Gaebler-
Uhing
Children’s Medical Group
Isabella Garguilo
Argosy Foundation
Susan Hackl
Community Leader

Nancy Hahn
Medical College of 

Wisconsin
Dawn Helmrich
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha 
County

Gary Hollander
Community Leader
Christine Holmes
Penfield Children’s Center
Gerry Howze
PEARLS for Teen Girls
Mark Huber
Advocate Aurora Health
Vanessa Johnson
New Concept Self 

Development Center, Inc.
Julie Katrichis
Milwaukee Health 

Department
Molly Lancelot
Planned Parenthood of 

Wisconsin
Amy Lindner
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha 
County

James Marks
Community Leader
Linda Mellowes
Community Leader
Gwen Moore
United States Congress
Gary Mueller
Serve Marketing

Mia Noel
Boys & Girls Clubs  

of Greater Milwaukee
Candy Pindyck
Community Leader
Carmen Pitre
Sojourner Family Peace 

Center
Kelly Quilty
Boys & Girls Clubs  

of Greater Milwaukee
Patricia Ruiz-Canter
City of Milwaukee
Kari Southern
Community Advocates 

Public Policy Institute
Lauren Sutter
Serve Marketing
Melissa Ugland
Ugland Associates
Elysse Wageman
Desiderata Partners
Vickie Walsh
United Way of Greater 

Milwaukee & Waukesha 
County

Meredith Welch
Milwaukee Public Schools
Linda Williams
Milwaukee Public Schools
Bethamie Wyatt
Diverse & Resilient
John Yopps
Jewish Family Services
Mary Lou Young
Community Leader

CO-CHAIRS:

MEMBERS



How can you help?
Give
Purchase an Eviction Prevention Kit to help women  
and their families in our community. For $50, the kit will include:

 ■ Legal advice for clients facing eviction
 ■ Settlement assistance
 ■ Document drafting
 ■ Limited scope in-court representation

Purchase a kit by clicking the donate button while watching the 
event virtually or go to UnitedWayGMWC.org/Eviction-Kit.

Questions? Contact Mimi Laflin: 414.263.8136 or mlaflin@unitedwaygmwc.org

EVICTION PREVENTION KITS

The Women United Endowment Fund 
will be used to support evidence-
based strategies that align with 
United Way’s Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention Initiative in perpetuity. 
This fund recognizes the outstanding 
efforts of Elizabeth Brenner and the 
women and men who have made 
significant investments of time, 
talent, and treasure in this important 
initiative since its inception.

To become a founding 
member contact:  
Jeriah Ebling, 414-263-8156,  
jebling@unitedwaygmwc.org



THANK YOU SPONSORS

• Ascension
• Charter Manufacturing Co., Inc.
• Children’s Wisconsin
• Deloitte LLP
• Enterprise Holdings
• Foley & Lardner LLP

• ManpowerGroup
• Quarles & Brady LLP
• Rockwell Automation
• Sodexo
• von Briesen & Roper, s.c.

EVENT  SPONSOR

GOLD  SPONSORS

SILVER  SPONSORS


