2026 United Way Email Campaign
10 Day/2 Weeks

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Instructions: 
Thank you for running a United Way campaign this year. Please use the following emails to educate your team about United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County and encourage them to get involved in your company’s United Way campaign. 
We suggest communicating campaign dates, activities, and additional logistics prior to these emails or at the bottom of your signature so your team is aware of the campaign and how they can participate. These emails are a tool to help encourage participation but work best in tandem with other campaign best practices.
Please note, emails may contain links to YouTube and/or the UnitedWayGMWC.org website. If your company blocks either of these sites, the links will not work for your employees.
How to use the email-a-day campaign: 
1. Copy and paste the “Email Subject” into the subject line of a new email.
1. Copy and paste the text below the “Email Subject” into the body of this new email.
1. Fill in the highlighted field(s) in the body of the email.
1. Insert your company’s “Donation Instructions” in the highlighted field at the bottom of the email.
1. Send to all employees.
1. Repeat each day of your campaign. 

For questions or concerns, please contact your United Way Staff Member or Campaign Coordinator.

Day 1
EMAIL SUBJECT: Your Impact Matters

Lives were changed in 2025. Individuals are accessing education, training, and guidance that unlock meaningful job opportunities. Families have the resources and services to help them remain safely housed. Individuals are connected to learning, employment, and vital community services via essential technology. Teens are finding mental wellness resources that remind them they are not alone. 

And all of this is possible because of you.

You recognize how important it is to give back to your community. You believe in the power of coming together to create lasting change. And you want to be confident that your charitable donation makes the greatest possible impact.

There are so many great groups doing amazing things, and it’s not always easy to decide where your money should go. Let us help you with your decision.

Your gift to United Way through our workplace campaign ensures that your donation is invested where the need is greatest. Donations are monitored to ensure programs are effective, meet current community needs, and are financially stable and sustainable.
United Way has always had one simple purpose: to help people live better lives.
Over the next few days, I will share how United is the Way we will transform the lives of individuals and families in our community, and how your donations will support this work.
Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.


Day 2 
EMAIL SUBJECT: “I can be confident in myself that I can do it.”


As a new father, Gumaro knew he needed stable work to provide a promising future for him and his daughter. He turned to La Casa de Esperanza in Waukesha, and they stepped in to help him plan his future. 

“I never felt alone,” Gumaro said. “They helped me out so much. I was able to move forward in life with different job skills. I can be confident in myself that I can do it.”

Gumaro received training in resume writing and interview skills. He received financial support through a gas card to attend interviews. He even received a computer from United Way’s Techquity initiative. This support helped him land a stable job.

In addition, he accessed free tax preparation through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program, helping him keep more of what he earns and strengthen his financial stability.

Your donation to United Way’s Reducing Barriers to Employment & Advancement initiative helps support organizations like La Casa de Esperanza to empower individuals like Gumaro on their path to stable, family-supportive careers.

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.


Day 3
EMAIL SUBJECT: Why Choose United Way?


United Way mobilizes people to action so that all can thrive, but one organization can’t solve our communities’ toughest challenges alone. It takes all of us, working together, to make a difference in the lives of so many that live right here in our neighborhoods. 

We are part of something big. Each year, thousands of corporate partners, volunteers, local nonprofits, and donors like YOU all work together for lasting change in Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, and Waukesha counties.

Since the launch of each United Way Key Initiative:

· Over 5,100 people overcame employment barriers through Reducing Barriers to Employment & Advancement. *
· Nearly 32,000 families were served through Safe & Stable Homes. *
· Nearly 31,000 computers were distributed through Techquity **
· Six high schools have made system level changes, elevating the mental wellness of over 5,300 students. **                                                                           
* As of 6/30/25
**As of 6/30/26

When you give to United Way, you’re not just making a donation. You’re changing lives. 

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.





Day 4
EMAIL SUBJECT: “Having a place to stay is a huge part of recovery.”


When Savannah completed treatment for addiction, she was left with nowhere to go. 

“Hebron House was one of the resources recommended to me,” said Savannah. “And it was
a godsend.”

Savannah first lived at Juno House, a temporary home for individuals and families experiencing homelessness. She quickly moved into transitional housing, then into her own apartment – all with the support of United Way-funded Hebron Housing Services.

“People don’t understand that having a place to stay, a roof over your head, is such a huge part of recovery,” said Savannah. 

She added: “I’m really proud that I took a lot of negative experiences over the past years and I turned them into good. Now I can help others.”

You believe in the power of new beginnings with your support of United Way’s newest Key Initiative, Safe & Stable Homes: Housing Stability for All. Your support will help more organizations like Hebron Housing Services help individuals like Savannah start fresh and believe in themselves.

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.




Day 5
EMAIL SUBJECT: Why United Way? (Part 2)


For more than a century, United Way has worked hard to develop deep roots and build trust in the communities they serve. Here are three reasons to support our local United Way of Milwaukee & Waukesha County:

1. United Way brings people together. 
United Way sets strategies and goals, then brings people together to achieve these goals. They focus on long‑term solutions to some of the region’s toughest issues. 
2. United Way is trusted. 
Donors not only trust United Way with their money, but they trust they’ll get results in our community. Our United Way has been recognized for a high rate of fiscal accountability by Charity Navigator, the leader organization to guide philanthropic decision-making. Charity Navigator has awarded our local United Way a Four-Star Charity rating, their highest rating.
3. They are effective. 
United Way’s work is always results-driven and research-based, ensuring that each donation has the ability to accomplish more than any nonprofit can do alone. A gift to United Way has a powerful multiplier effect; contributions are pooled with other resources to increase the overall impact for our local community.

Real change happens when we work together and in a time of need, everyone should have someone they can turn to for help. Together, we can be that help. Together, we are connecting people to possibilities.

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.




Day 6

EMAIL SUBJECT: “After a while, I realized I can’t do everything on my phone.”

Mary’s career journey began with a free computer. 

“A few years ago, I came to a United Way Techquity event and was able to get a free laptop,” said Mary. “I never had a computer before; it was never really a priority for me. But after a while, I realized I can’t do everything on my phone.” 

Using her new laptop, she discovered BankWork$, a United Way-funded program at Employ Milwaukee. BankWork$ is an occupational skill development program which provides eight weeks of retail banking career training.  

“I used the computer for classes, for my schoolwork, for everything,” said Mary. “It was suddenly an essential in my life.”  

After graduating from BankWork$, Mary quickly interviewed and was hired in the banking industry. Today she is an associate banker at BMO.  

The vision of Techquity is to ensure the digital equity and inclusion of every resident in Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Washington, and Waukesha counties. Through device distribution and digital skills training, we know that we can bridge the digital divide, and we can do it together.

When you give to United Way, you’re not just making a donation. You’re changing lives. 

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.



Day 7

EMAIL SUBJECT: It’s not why you give, but it doesn’t hurt either!
When you donate a new or increased gift to United Way’s Community Fund, you are automatically entered to win some great prizes in the Give & Win Sweepstakes.
· Give $250 for a chance to win:   
· Grand Prize Ride: Choice of either $12,000 cash towards the purchase or 2-year lease of a vehicle from any Russ Darrow dealership. 
· Give $150 for a chance to win one of the following:   
· Grand Geneva Resort & Spa Getaway: Two-night accommodation, golf for two on the Highlands or Brute golf courses with cart, and $200 dining credit.
· Milwaukee Brewers Spring Training Package: Two tickets to a game at American Family Fields of Phoenix, $1,000 for travel expenses, a gift bag, and a personalized jersey.
· Give $100 for a chance to win one of the following:   
· Movies for a Year: Unlimited movies for the prize winner and a guest at all Marcus Theatres and Movie Tavern locations during 2027.
· Summerfest 2027 Festival Package: Two tickets to an American Family Insurance Amphitheater show of your choice during Summerfest 20267, two 9-day T-Mobile Power Passes, two 9-day Captain’s Deck Passes, and a $100 gift card.
· Give $50 for a chance to win:   
· Green Bay Packers Package: A $500 Packers Pro Shop gift card, four Hall of Fame passes, four Lambeau Field tours, and a Green Bay Packers autographed item.
· Milwaukee Admirals VIP Experience: Four tickets at center ice to a Milwaukee Admirals game, dinner in the VIP dining room, a team autographed hockey stick, and participate in a Premium Admirals Game Experience. PLUS, Roscoe will visit your company on a mutually agreeable day!
· Milwaukee Bucks Game Day Experience: Four lower bowl tickets to a Milwaukee Bucks game at Fiserv Forum, with pre-game experience watching warm-ups courtside.
Thank you to United Way’s Give & Win Sweepstakes prize sponsors! Join me in donating to United Way to be entered to win. For official rules and details visit www.UnitedWayGMWC.org/Sweepstakes.
Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.


Day 8 

EMAIL SUBJECT: “What gives me hope is…”


“What gives me hope is that mental wellness is becoming normalized,” said Ellie.

Ellie is a junior at Grafton High School and, since her freshman year, has embraced open communication with her peers about mental wellness through the school’s club, Raise Your Voice. The club meets monthly to provide a safe space for students to connect and to introduce new ideas to help with mental wellness in the school.

Through Teen Mental Wellness: Empowering Minds, Grafton High School found the structure and the support to put mental wellness ideas into action.

United Way supports mental health systems in local high schools by focusing on prevention, equity, and access to mental health services. Together, we can give students a rejuvenated sense of purpose in their everyday lives.

When you give to the United Way 2026 Community Campaign, you’re not just shaping a student’s academic success. You’re shaping their entire future. 

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.




Day 9
EMAIL SUBJECT: What impact do you want to make?


Your donation to United Way may qualify for matching dollars, meaning you make an even bigger impact on our community! Multiply your impact with these great matches: 

· Reducing Barriers to Employment & Advancement: New and increased gifts to Reducing Barriers to Employment & Advancement are doubled by ManpowerGroup, up to $200,000. 
· Safe & Stable Homes: Housing Stability for All: New and increased gifts to Safe & Stable Homes are doubled by Landmark Credit Union, up to $50,000. 
· Techquity: New and increased gifts to Techquity are doubled by EY, up to $25,000. 
· Teen Mental Wellness: Empowering Minds: New and increased gifts to Teen Mental Wellness: Empowering Minds are doubled The Medical College of Wisconsin up to $25,000.
· Mental Health Improvement Fund: New and increased gifts to the Mental Health Improvement Fund are matched by the Milwaukee Health Care Partnership, up to $2 million. 

When you give to United Way, you’re not just making a donation. You’re changing lives. 

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.

Sincerely, 
CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.



Day 10
EMAIL SUBJECT: Final day! Your United Way donation changes lives.

Team,
Today is the last day of our United Way campaign!
To those who have already donated, thank you for supporting lasting change in our community. For those who have not donated yet, there’s still time! We are asking everyone to please consider donating to help ensure everyone in our community has access to the resources they need.
Two Ways You Can Create a Strong Community 
1. Give to United Way 
Your gift is joined with other donors, and it becomes a powerful force for change.  
You are supporting all Key Initiatives with comprehensive approaches to our community’s biggest challenges. These dollars also support investments in community resiliency and provide grants for urgent local needs.  
2. Direct Your Gift to a Key Initiative 
If you are passionate about one or more of United Way’s Key Initiatives – Reducing Barriers to Employment & Advancement, Safe & Stale Homes, Techquity, or Teen Mental Wellness: Empowering Minds – you can give to those specific causes. You choose. You change lives. 

When you give to United Way, you’re not just responding to needs – you’re investing in possibilities. And because of that, you’re changing lives. 

Join us in the United Way 2026 Community Campaign.


Sincerely, 

CEO or Ambassador Name
Insert donation instructions.

